WATER      UNDER     THE     BRIDGES
days when the great majority of posts and even commissions in the
Army were for sale, the age of the rotten boroughs and bribery and
corruption at elections, etc., etc. Other nations are more backward
and less honest by nature than we, or have not had time yet to create
a tradition. This is particularly the case in some of the new countries
of Europe, where there are no class distinctions and where official
position and money are the sole criteria of social superiority.
Yet the wish to 'be superior to one's neighbour is a natural human
instinct. It is not to be wondered at that in such lands corruption is
prevalent.
The Egyptian is no exception to this general rule, though I believe
that he will acquire the tradition of honesty quicker than most, since
he has had before his eyes, ever since the eighties of the last century,
the unexceptionable example of the Anglo-Egyptian official—an ex-
ample which had been set for all time by that great pro-Consul Lord
Cromer, who found Egypt bankrupt and left it rich and prosperous,
and yet was himself a poorer man when he went away than he had
been when he arrived twenty-five years earlier. So poor indeed that
when a grateful King and country made him an Earl, it was the
Treasury which had to pay the £400 in fees which an earldom en-
tailed. Yet every scheme which was to make Egypt and others so
rich had first to receive Lord Cromer's approval, Clive in similar
circumstances, but 150 years earlier, had said when he was impeached,
"I am astonished at my own moderation." But for Lord Cromer it
was a case of utter and complete integrity.
But to return to the political situation in Egypt. The murder of
the Sirdar and the British ultimatum had relegated the Nationalists to
the background. Ziwar, with the bayonets of the British Army of
Occupation behind him in the last resort, was governing the country
with a Cabinet composed of Conservatives and Liberals almost
equally balanced. He had in addition the King behind him; and with
the Nationalists cowed for the time being, had on the face of it a free
hand and no opposition to deal with. It was the most peaceful summer
that Egypt had enjoyed for many years.
As soon as Lord AUenby had gone I had moved with the whole staff
down to the summer residency at Alexandria and spent five quiet
months there awaiting the arrival of the new High Commissioner,
George Lloyd, who had been created Lord Lloyd to enhance his
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